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to take advantage of the bicycle commuting 
reimbursement, they were not eligible to re-
ceive transit or parking commuter benefits. 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act suspended the bi-
cycle commuting reimbursement benefit 
through 2025, taking away a valuable financial 
incentive for people who choose to bike to 
work. 

With more employees choosing to bike to 
work, it is critical that Congress reinstates the 
bicycle commuter benefit and uses this oppor-
tunity to improve the benefit to reflect present- 
day commuting options. The Bicycle Com-
muter Act of 2021 reinstates the bicycle com-
muter benefit and changes the structure of the 
benefit by making it a pre-tax benefit, allowing 
employees to receive a higher benefit amount, 
allowing the benefit to be used with parking 
and transit, and adding bikeshare and electric 
bikes as an eligible expense. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in the House and Senate to enact this legisla-
tion and provide Americans with cleaner, more 
efficient ways of commuting to work. 
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Mr. CURTIS. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Sean D. Fos-
ter on his retirement from the Army. LTC Fos-
ter’s remarkable career spans nearly three 
decades of distinguished service in defense of 
our nation. 

LTC Foster’s career started in the Army Na-
tional Guard, where he enlisted as a Tank 
Crewman. He attended the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point and was commis-
sioned as an Infantry Officer upon graduation. 
After serving for five years in the Infantry, in-
cluding a year-long deployment to Iraq, LTC 
Foster attended law school and became a 
Judge Advocate through the Army’s Funded 
Legal Education Program. 

LTC Foster’s career as a Judge Advocate 
has been truly exemplary. He immediately es-
tablished himself as a criminal law expert and 
served in prosecutorial and defense capacities 
to ensure the fair administration of justice. No-
tably, LTC Foster was also selected to serve 
as the lead defense attorney for a general offi-
cer in a historic courtmartial that garnered na-
tional media attention. 

From 2014 to 2016, LTC Foster served in 
the Special Operations Community, deploying 
to Germany and Afghanistan. As the Group 
Judge Advocate for the 10th Special Forces 
Group (Airborne) at Fort Carson, Colorado, 
LTC Foster directly supported the develop-
ment of more than 60 complex special oper-
ations missions in 13 countries. 

LTC Foster was selected to participate in 
the Army’s Congressional Fellowship program 
in 2016. He earned a Master’s degree in Leg-
islative Affairs from George Washington Uni-
versity and worked as a Fellow in the U.S. 
Senate. In 2018, he continued on as a Legis-
lative Counsel in the Army’s Office of the 
Chief, Legislative Liaison, and also served as 
the Chief of the Army’s Congressional Re-
sponse team. As a Legislative Counsel, LTC 
Foster led multiple congressional delegations 

worldwide, and I can personally attest to his 
excellent leadership and communication skills 
from my own experience participating in dele-
gations led by LTC Foster. 

LTC Foster has compiled an outstanding 
record of significant contributions to the Army 
over the past 27 years and has unceasingly 
provided the highest standards of commitment 
to duty. His service to our great country is in-
deed a gift to the American people. I thank 
LTC Foster and wish him and his family the 
very best on this occasion of his retirement. 
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Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I ask the en-
tire House of Representatives to join me in 
honoring Wikipedia on the 20th anniversary of 
its founding on January 15, 2001. The organi-
zation has developed a flourishing, free, and 
accessible home for the world’s knowledge 
and has become an indispensable part of our 
lives. 

While encyclopedias have long relied on a 
small number of academics and experts to 
write and update information, Wikipedia 
leverages a voluntary, community-based ap-
proach that has allowed the product to expand 
to cover an extraordinary array of topics that 
has worldwide scale, well beyond what all pre-
vious encyclopedias could cover, combined. 
To date, Wikipedians have created an aston-
ishing 175 million pages that are visited by 
two billion unique devices per month. 

The world-class team of people . . . em-
ployees and volunteers that administer 
Wikipedia, are a major reason why the project 
has been such a success, and I’m proud that 
many of my constituents are part of this group. 
Wikipedia’s success is also due to the fact 
that it is managed by a values-driven nonprofit 
organization, the Wikimedia Foundation. 

Wikipedia is a large part of the reason we 
all have the world’s information at our finger-
tips and it’s a privilege to congratulate 
Wikipedia on celebrating 20 years of informing 
the world. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
speaker, I was grateful to represent South 
Carolina’s Second Congressional District at 
yesterday’s inauguration of President Joe 
Biden and Vice President KAMALA HARRIS and 
to join my colleagues to witness this historic 
event. 

I appreciate the Capitol Police, National 
Guard, Secret Service, and all law enforce-
ment officers who worked to ensure our secu-
rity and a peaceful transition of power. The 
South Carolina National Army National Guard 
was ably led by Colonel Edward Cloyd includ-

ing Second District Congressional Office Dis-
trict Director 1Lt. Alex Morris. 

Moving forward, it’s time to keep working to-
ward what is best for the country. Americans 
still need a way out of this Wuhan pandemic, 
job growth, and continued support for our men 
and women in uniform. Having traveled with 
Senator Biden on delegations to Iraq and Bel-
gium, I know firsthand he can seek unity. 

Best wishes Congresswoman-Elect Claudia 
Tenney, fighting for a fair election. In conclu-
sion, God Bless our Troops, and we will never 
forget September 11th in the Global War on 
Terrorism. 
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Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Civics Learning Act of 
2021, a bill that aims to promote democratic 
ideals by ensuring that young Americans re-
ceive a strong civics education. 

On January 6, 2021, our country witnessed 
an armed insurrection on this sacred ground. 
This insurrection was fueled by lies and con-
spiracy theories that were allowed to take hold 
in too many minds of our fellow Americans be-
cause they have not come to understand even 
the most basic parameters of our democratic 
republic. Disturbingly, an Annenberg Public 
Policy Center poll conducted in 2018 found 
that only 32 percent of American adults could 
name all three branches of government. In 
2017, only 37 percent of Americans surveyed 
could name any of the rights guaranteed 
under the First Amendment. The failure to es-
tablish an extensive understanding of Amer-
ican democratic principles begins in grade 
school: In 2014, only 23 percent of eighth 
graders performed at or above the proficient 
level on the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress civics exam. This lack of 
civic awareness leads to an unstable bedrock 
for our democracy, which requires widespread 
knowledge of American government for it to 
function properly. 

This is why I have introduced the Civics 
Learning Act of 2021, which increases funding 
for innovative and evidence-based civics 
learning and teaching programs, including 
hands-on civic engagement activities, online 
and video game-based learning, service learn-
ing, and participation in student governance. 
Recognizing that most civics programs focus 
on high school teachers and students, this bill 
would ensure funding for elementary, middle, 
and high school programs to create a strong 
foundation for civic knowledge. In addition, this 
bill would prioritize funding for high-need 
schools, underserved populations, and low-ac-
cess areas such as rural or inner-city commu-
nities. With this focus, the bill can inspire the 
participation of marginalized communities and 
better integrate them into American democ-
racy. 

Madam Speaker, it is my sincere hope this 
body will expeditiously pass this measure. 
Doing so will reaffirm America’s commitment 
to civics education, fostering a more informed 
citizenship that will only strengthen our de-
mocracy. 
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